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students. T he four most prominent chapters describe
mallual hlock SIgnal working as practiced in England
and in India. and six other chapters dcal wi th the
details of manufacture and installation of apparatus
hI' manual block ~ignali'lg a'ld for mecr'l'lical inter
,ocking.

Amencan Railway Signaling, Principles and Pracllce. h
Inlr t C \ .-·gral ~cc 011•.\ I. \, P .1'cd bv S g al

Sec tic n. \. }'. \., 30 \ eSl y s,reet .. ew v"k 1 re cnar
I r a 1 t' Ie Priccs tr rat! .,d c " 'ce, t hap.
\ -21' n. ( hap. \ I -ll cen s. (hap. _ 1 'I

\t!,L t I meetil'h of the .Ign 1 SectlCn
\ R \ Ill" I'knber, 1025. CUPlrrittce \ Instr..lc
ti01~, 'rc en ted r outlinL of c'1al'ter tie fu a
pl'll)O ed 1 '1'ld l)ol ( n ~lgnaling. Th ~ cor 1'1 ittce
I'a, l'lal'e g ad progres~ n. cump'li 19 I l n 'i n for
t'lI~ 1 ,HI\) r"k .11' d has ,tlready presclltt'll fiv' chap
ttr~ tn tl e 'lssoci, tI n for di~cus~i')1\ and ap"'[1 \;11
At the ·tated mceting in September, 1926, It was
decided to is~ue each chapter in a ~eparate b(\(,klet,
thereby making each section of the proposed hand
book ,1\'ailahle to the men in the field as soon as it
'\, 1:; c, l1lplete and approved. The secretary of the
Signal Sectinn annOl1't1ced recently that chaptel's \

Batllrit·s, \ 1 D·C. Relay..; and X- \·C Relays
are 110\\' read! ior tlistl'ibution. Requests inr an.,- of
1!1l", copies slwuld be addres!"'d to rf. ". Halliet, secre
ta .'. Signal Sectiun, 1\ R. i\.

The~l' ho 'kl 't<; represcnt the latcst :lnd lwst CO!l1

o!ete inf(\nnatlrJrl available on their ,ubjcct. I.ach
c}'apter is prepared by men familiar with the con
~trL1cti()n, Il,lIntenancc and operation' f the eqmp·
n'el t being discus,crl. These chapter" togethcr witl
other~ tI- at dre to 'ollow, will for'lt a 1andbaok of
signaling- pract;ce from ·w lich 11e\\ men c 'ming into
the field, a~ "ell a, otJ-er~ pow in the field can quickly
acquire the fnndamenta1 kno\\ ledge of the pri1lciples
o' equipIT'et't nel methods. The opportunity to
secure these b ok'i at thj~ tiple 'l ulll n t be
, ~tecte'l. fbe Signal Section i~ not an organiza ion
.. r profit at .-J 'Ia~ e,tabli"hed th{. pnce~ a a min
1 mn t, lover tre 'tctna] C')'it of the p lpcr, rrinting
, n i pc,stag-e,

Trains Moving
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Signals Should Keep

Sllpcrn~ r of Sll2nab, J.." ew ,

Early A. P. B. Sigllaling
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R. A. PLA,
Signal & Electrical Inspector, Southern.

Letters to the Editor

To fIr Err R;

I not J a statement in the article 'R..l IIngt 111 Com
plete 'ignaling Chicago to l>enH"," 'I' th - I el>ru n
is~ue of Raihuoy Sigl alinq to tIle effect tt at :'II r
Latimer "as of the opn ion that I fir, llI<tallation
of \. I' JL ,ii-,nab was made I I tIe B..l I'n"t '1 F
al:o s at d ,hat the Chicago c' ortl \\ . tern inst al1<-d
some \. 1'. B. (rClt'ts ;l' ab, t t the -a 1 _ ~in e 'JUt The
Burhni,rtor, had thei"s in servin' fr t

Tle IC el Plate n',ld IIht I l I \ P. J;. ,'gnals
betwcen ])untee 1nd.. aIllI "a,lIh \\ ,lit!.:y. a dlstanct
of 16 in Ie" v, hich \\ ere placed in Opt' ation Feb 'u
ar) 11, 1911. The contract for' he,e SIgnals was let
to the .American Railway Signal Company in \ugust.
1910. and work was started in September. The cir
cuits used were those designed by Ilarry D. Abernathy,
then with the Amcrican Compau} and nO\\ general
signal inspector, New York Cm!ral Lines, \Vest.
These circuits are the ones referred to as being used
on the Burlington by the Feckral Signal Company.

\lthough I do not know the exact date of Servin
of thc Burlington signals, I feel 'hat in view of th'
earl, d Ite in 1911 that the Nickel 1'late .,ignals ,,"crL
pi, ctd ill Sll'V1Ce, we can claim Pl"O i'y in th 'n:'talla
(Iun of A. P. B. signals.

To THE EDITOR:

Why require a train to stop before entering an occu
pied block? With the present signal aspect indicating
"stop; then proceed," is the actual stop of real concern
or is it the speed at which a train proceeds after
stopping?

The use of so-called "tonnage" or "grade" signals
permits trains to enter an occupied block without stop
ping. The existing aspect of "proceed at slow speed
prepared to stop short of train or obstructibn" seems
to be the desirable indication for such movement. If
this indication could replace the present "stop; then pro
ceed" indication, it would eliminate a considerable
number of stops, it would simplify aspects and indi
cations, and it would do away with the need for
"grade" signals. It would seem that if the speed re
striction of eight miles an hour before passing a "grade"
signal indicating stop can be enforced, the same enforce
ment should be possible at all other signals displaying a
speed restricting indication. Vv'hy not use signals to
keep trains moving?

New Books
Railway Signaling, by S. T. Duttu'\, f Inst C E, I I [er

uty (hi, i Engincer, East Indla'l { "" l-lS pa e'. 3 :11
x 71. 2 in., illt1~trated. ' 0l:lrn u 11~1' d ty (r S'-\
Lock,,')od & SO'1, Stall"ner' Hall (our' ~ Jd;;a e H']l.
L ndon, E~gla c' Pnce ,rvc shil ng, ix p nce

This book i;; described in the title page as {rrar- Crossing gates protecting branch line traffic on the
tical manual for engineer'i, tran'ip >l'tutlOn ol'ficers and C. M. St. P. & P.


