Editorial Comment

Train Signs or Indicators

NASMUCH as the Standard Code of Operating

Rules of the American Railway Association does not
permit a train to make a move on the authority of
information conveyed by a switch indicator, without Is a .
providing flagging protection, it has been agreed among number plate on an
the operating and signal officers of the majority of he san -
roads that the benefits to be derived by the installation
of switch indicators at all switches in automatic signal
territory are not justified.

Although this conclusion may be correct, as a gen-
eral rule, there are certain places where some means of
indicating the approach of trains will serve to save time
and prevent train stops and delays. For example, at
points where considerable switching must be done on
the main line, an arrangement that will inform the
switching crew of the exact time that an appraching
train enters a certain block, will give them time to get
in the clear to prevent stopping the through train, and
at the same time will permit the switching to continue
as long as practicable. At several places on its lines, ), W -
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe has met the require- light signals m
ments under such conditions by using a so-called ‘ er 5 01
“Train” sign. On this board the word “Train” is shown
in letters one foot high, the board being turned face
down normally, and held in this position by a top-post
signal mechanism. When a train approaches, the device
is released, permitting a weight to pull the sign down
so as to be read, and at the same time an electric light
illuminates the board. One of the train signs serves
the purpose of several switch indicators in the vicinity vears, uses o rht
of stations or yards. The Nashville, Chattancoga & St. head-block signals o disting
Louis has secured the same result at certain junctions tfe signa hich have n
and other points where considerable switching is done, followed the same pr
by using so called “pilot lights” consisting of two small  color-light - signals installed
light signal units, one showing yellow normally, and the & Pacific has gone some
other red when a through train is approaching.

These train signs, pilot lights, or whatever the local
name may be, are in reality forms of switch indi-
cators which are serving a very useful purpose. Al-
though the use of switch indicators as a general rule
may not be considered to be justified, it would seem
that special applications of the idea at certain points (Geffing What You Spec
will save time for switching crews and prevent stops ‘
for through trains. E signa
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