Editorial Comment

Why Marker Lights for Automatic Signals?

1 N THE earlier installations of automatic block
signals using semaphore signals and oil lamps,
marker lights were considered a necessary protection
against a signal lamp becoming extinguished. These
marker lights also served an additional purpose in dis-
tinguishing between permissive and absolute signals
when the marker was placed on the side of the pole op-
posite that of the signal lamp for a permissive signal and
mounted directly below the signal lamp for an absolute
signal. Although the use of these marker lights has
required considerable additional expense for their in-
stallation, maintenance and operation, many roads have
continued their use as standard practice because they
desire to leave no chance for an engineman to mistake
an absolute signal for a permissive one,

On the other hand, several roads contend that the
use of a square end blade for an absolute signal and
a pointed end blade for a permissive signal, provides
sufficient distinction between the two signals for both
day and night with modern locomotive headlights. Some
roads accentuate this distinction by the absence of a
number plate on an absolute signal, thereby placing it in
the same class with an interlocking signal. It is
pointed out that the enginemen are sufficiently familiar
with the road to know where the signals are, so that a
rule covering the location of the absolute signals, to-
gether with the distinctive differences in appearance,
results in satisfactory signal observance. The St. Louis-
San Francisco, the Southern, and the Missouri-Kansas-
Texas, for example, use no marker lights for single-
track automatic semaphore signals.

With light signals, the problem of marker lights in-
volves another consideration, in that there is no dis-
tinction between the signals comparable to the square
and pointed blades used for the semaphores. The Sea-
board Air Line and the Nashville, Chattanooga & St.
Louis, which have both installed extensive mileages of
color-light signals in the last few years, have, therefore,
used marker lights on both the intermediate and head-
block signals. On the other hand the Chicago, Mil-
waukee, St. Paul & Pacific installed marker lights on
one of its earlier extensive installations of color-light
signals on single track, but after several years dis-
continued their use as unnecessary.

The Great Northern, which has installed several
hundred miles of color-light signals in the last few
years, uses a marker light surrounded by a red disc, on
head-block signals to distinguish them from inter-
mediate signals, which have no marker. The Southern
followed the same practice on an extensive mileage of
color-light signals installed last year. The Texas
& Pacific has gone somewhat further on its new color-
light signaling, in that no markers are used, other than
the omission of the number plate on the head-block
signals. This question of marker lights is one of several
confronting the signaling field in its modernization and
simplification of equipment.
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