66 RAILWAY SIGNALING Vol. 21, No. 2

Will More Extensive Use of Electric
Locking Simplify Interlocking?

b NE of our readers suggested in our last issue that
electric locking on machine levers could replace
mechanical lever locking in many instances. He has
taken the position that with modern mechanical or

Educational Efforts Lead to electro-mechanical machines it is feasible to eliminate
- o the mechanical locking between levers without any pos-
Better Signal Performance sibility of setting up a route incorrectly and clearing a

signal improperly. That it is not beyond the realm of
possibility to replace all mechanical lever locking with
electric locking, seems to be the opinion of several sig-
nal officers. At least no one has ventured to say “it
can’t be done.” Instead, a number who have expressed
opinions on the subject, believe that the suggestion of
our correspondent is not without merit although they
advise extreme caution in carrying out any changes that
will tend to reduce or remove the mechanical locking
features. They take issue first with the claim that
mechanical locking is expensive and much of it super-
fluous. The enforcement of proper sequence in lever
operation is attained by reason of the mechanical lock-
ing and to eliminate it, would lead to confusion and
improper flagging of trains by levermen who might be
unable to obtain the desired signal. Again, one signal
engineer points out that a certain amount of mechanical
locking in a machine will reduce the cost of the electric
locking protection substantially. In other words, there
is a “happy medium” wherein an economic balance can
be obtained between the two locking facilities. Then
again there are instances where it may be cheaper to
accomplish all locking electrically and it is anticipated
that such installations will be more in evidence in the
future. This view is held by one engineer, who has
watched the development of signaling for a long period.
His comments are explicit and somewhat prophetic:
“It is rare that what is done mechanically cannot be
done electrically. Whether what can be done may be
done advantageously is an entirely different question,
the answer to which may at one period of development
of an art be different from what it is at some other
period.”
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