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Dwarf Signal Aspects

“What colors do you use for the indications of dwarf
signals? Is red preferred to purple for the stop indica-

tion? Where and why?”

Purple at Outlying Interlockings

By W. H. Erriort
Signal Engineer, New York Central, Albany, N. Y.

HERE dwarf signals are used in lieu of high

signals, as around terminals where a consider-
able amount of switching is done and where all
movements are made at moderate speed, it is proper
to use red for a stop indication. Red is more readily
distinguished and due to the frequency and impor-
tance of the movements it is desirable that the best
indication practicable be used.

Where dwarf signals are used at outlying inter-
lockings where speed of trains is high it is not de-
sirable that the engineman’s attention be taken from
the high signals or switch stands as might be the
case if red were used on dwarf signals. At such
locations purple lights for dwarf signals are prefer-
able as this color gives an indication amply distinc-
tive. Dwarf signals are cleared at such locations
only to give slow-speed indications, which are read
from a short distance. ;

Enginemen Favor Red and Yellow
By W. Y. Scorr

Signal Engineer, Boston & Maine, Boston, Mass,

THE Boston & Maine uses red for stop and yellow
for proceed. For years we used purple for stop and
green for proceed, but when we commenced to install
light-type signals, we found that a purple light in
the daytime gave a very poor signal indication and
red gave a very good indication, and as red is the
proper stop signal, we at that time changed our
dwarfs to red for stop. We find that this change
meets the approval of our enginemen, as they now
have only one purple light and that is on a sidetrack
derail.
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Purple at Interlockers; Red at Drawbridges

By C. H. MorrisoN

Signél Engineer, New York, New Haven & Hartford,
New Haven, Conn.

AT interlocking points, we use purple for stop and
yellow for proceed. For back-up signals at
drawbridges, we use red for stop and yellow for pro-
ceed. In manual-control block signal territory the
absolute signal aspects are red for stop and green
for proceed. The object of using purple at inter-
locking points is, first, to differentiate between a
dwarf signal indication and a red lantern either on
the ground or being carried by a man and, second,
purple rays of light with a given amount of light in-
tensity, do not carry so far as the other colors and,
therefore, the number of aspects that are visible to
an engineman at a distance is decreased. Where red
is used, enginemen are not permitted to pass the
dwarf signal except by authority of written orders.
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