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COMMENT

What Can Be Done Now?

WITH the volume of railroad traffic at the present
low ebb, every effort must be made to reduce operat-
ing costs, especially those that continue at a constant rate
regardless of the volume of business being handled. The
signal departments have an opportunity to render ex-
tensive service toward this end. For instance, where an
automatic interlocking can be installed to replace one re-
quiring the services of levermen, an annual saving of
from 80 to 100 per cent on the expenditure can be ac-
complished. Similar results can be secured under certain
conditions by combining the control of two or more
plants, or controlling a plant from an existing office
where operators are otherwise required. The use of the
code control system practically eliminates the factor of
distance from the layout to the point. of control.

The remote control of manual block signals at inter-
mediate block offices not only affords the ordinary means
of spacing trains on light-traffic lines, but also gives an
OS for the passing of each train, the same as if operators
were on duty. Going further along the same lines, certain
roads are considering the use of centralized traffic control
for the sole purpose of directing train movements by
signal indication, with power switches only in a few

locations ; the installation being fully justified by the
elimination of operators at intermediate stations.

Likewise, in.towns where several stréet’failroad cross-
ings are profected by flagmen or by gates and signals
controlled locally, a system for controlling the equipment
from a central point will not only result in a decided
saving, but will in many cases, afford better protection.
Where switching movements during certain periods of
the day require manual control, the system can be ar-
ranged for automatic track circuit control during the
remainder of the 24-hr. period.

In many of the projects suggested above, the require-
ments for materials and labor are comparatively small,
and therefore, do not involve any large amount of money.
Especially when considering that the savings are not
only worthwhile but will continue regardless of the vol-
ume of traffie, it would seem that special efforts should
be made at this time to search out conditions where such
changes can be made profitable, and then to push the
projects to early completion.




