EpiToriIAL COMMENT

A New Deal on Train Control

DURING the last year the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission has granted eight roads permission to dis-
continue the operation of their train control or train stop
systems, while four other roads are awaiting action on

similar requests. None of these roads has contended
that the train control equipment did not perform the
function intended, but they maintain that the expense
of providing this additional protection is not warranted
by the traffic now being handled.

On some of the roads, such as the Pennsylvania and
the Union Pacific, the equipment for applying the brakes
automatically is to be eliminated but the continuous cab
signaling is to be retained. Thus some of the roads now
consider the cab signaling, which was developed original-

. ly as an accessory, to be more valuable from a practical
‘standpoint than the major feature of the train control.

Another point of view on modern signaling is brought
out on the Missouri Pacific which contends that central-
ized traffic' control, as used on certain sections of that
road, affords full protection in safeguardmg train oper-
ation without the addition of automatic train control.
The commission in its decision, with reference to the
Missouri Pacific, stated “in view of the development and
installation of centralized traffic control in automatic train
stop territory, and of other safeguards established by the
petitioner, we find that, at-the present time, conditions do
not require the continued operation and maintenance of
automatic train stop devices. B

Thus cab signaling and centralizéd traffic control, both
of which were developed during the last ten years, have
introduced new considerations regarding the necessity
and practicability of train control. This does not mean

that no more train control equipment will be installed or
that all such equipment now in service is headed for the
scrap heap. On the contrary, there are conditions for
which train control will always be the ultimate in safety
protection. It is also to be remembered that the orders

of the commission permit the respective carriers to dis-
continue the maintenance and operation of the train con-
trol—which may or may not mean that the commission
may order the equipment restored to service in the event
that train accidents should occur on these territories.




