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- New Interlockers — Reversion to Single Track

HE type of control machine and the circuits requir-

ing no mechanical locking, which were developed
for centralized traffic control, were readily adapted to
the consolidation of the control of two or more adja-
cent interlocking plants, thus reducing the number of
levermen required. The Boston & Maine installed a
centralized control installation at Winchester, Mass.,
including 17 miles of double-track line and four layouts
which were previously separate interlockings. In 1932,
the Dayton Union Terminals installed a centralized
control type of interlocking which includes the entire
terminal layout, involving what was formerly five in-
terlockings and several layouts requiring switch tend-
ers, such that a train director and operator on each
shift now handle the work formerly requiring 39 men.
A further advantage of this type of interlocking is that
trains are operated by signal indication in either direc-
tion on all tracks without written train-orders, the con-
trol being concentrated at one point, thus eliminating
delays and confusion.

The use of automatic signaling and centralized
traffic control for directing train movements, has so
increased the capacity of single track that not only is
it possible to defer the construction of second track
but in some cases sections of second track can be re-
moved, thus effecting a saving in track maintenance of
$1,000 or more per mile annually. For example, in
1932 the C. M. St. P. & P. abandoned second track on
nine sections of line, totaling 200 miles, the signaling
being converted for either-direction operation on the
single track, and spring switches or interlocking being
used at the ends of double track.

Another large road has plans for increasing the
capacity of a single-track line, thereby deferring
second-track construction. Passing sidings are to be
located on a time-distance basis and power-operated
switch machines or spring switches will be pro-
vided at each turnout, all train movements being di-
rected by signal indication controlled from a central
point.
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