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EpiToriAL COMMENT

%g:nr nding to Save

Signal Publicity

AMONG the very real, although indeterminate, bene-
fits that may be derived from any extensive signal
system is the safety appeal which such a system, proper-
ly publicized, makes to prospective users of transporta-
tion. Few developments in railway engineering have
done as much as automatic signaling to make safety and
security cardinal advantages of rail passenger transporta-
tion. A few roads, realizing this, have “sold” their sig-
nal systems to the public, through the continued use of
signal copy in their displays and advertising programs.
More of this publicity work can and should be done.

The Pennsylvania affords an illustration of the appeal
that automatic signals make to the public. Recently this
road installed, in its Chicago ticket office, a most effective
window display (Railway Signaling, January, 1933),
which features the automatic position-light cab and way-
side signal system used on that road. Attention to the
display was impelled by the unique photo-electric control
arrangement which enables the spectators to operate the
signals to any desired position by merely passing their
hands between the display window and any one of three
small mirrors suspended on the outside of the window.
Thousands of curious people stop to inspect and operate
the display, and it is reasonable to suppose that many of
these people carry away lasting impressions that will in-
fluence them in deciding whether to use trains or buses.

An example of what happens from a lack of publicity
came to light recently. A passenger, riding on the ob-
servation platform of one of our fine trains, commented
rather disparagingly on the fact that there were no way-
side signals. Another passenger, more familiar with the
road, explained that the line on which they were traveling
was equzpped with the most modern automatic train con-
trol and cab signal system, that such a system made way-
side signals unnecessary, and that the train was under
better protection than could possibly be afforded by any
wayside signal system alone. A recurrence of this inci-
dent might possibly be prevented by printing, on each
menu card used in the dining cars, a brief statement that
the line is equipped with train control and cab signaling.

Not only will the signal engineer help his as well as
other railroads by promoting or aiding in the judicious
use of signal copy in passenger-traffic advertising pro-
grams, but he may thus be able to help himself later in
convincing his operating officers of the justification of
this or that signal project, by reason of the effect that
such advertising will have even on the officers of his own
road. No advertising copy can be made more arresting
and interesting than that which dramatizes the various
signaling systems on our railroads.



