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Accident at Crossing

N August 3, at a crossing of two single-track lines

at Marion, lll., there was a side collision between
a mixed train on the Illinois Central and a passenger
train on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois. No interlocking
or signals were in service at this crossing, the only pro-
tection afforded consisting of stop signs, the eastward
sign on the I. C. being 310 ft. from the crossing and the
northward sign on the C. & E. I. being 221 ft. from the
crossing. Those signs also protect for a crossing of a
Missouri Pacific line involved in the layout. An abstract
of the Bureau of Safety’s report of an investigation of
this accident follows:

The I. C. train, consisting of 25 freight cars, 1 mail
car and 1 combination baggage and coach, hauled by
locomotive 1866, stopped at the STOP board on its line
and proceeded toward the crossing at a speed between
5 and 10 m.p.h., and as the engineman applied the brakes
he saw the C.&E.I. train. The I.C. train was practic-
ally stopped when arriving at the crossing. The C.&E.L
train consisting of a locomotive, 1 combination mail
and baggage car and 1 coach, stopped at the STOP
board on its line and proceeded to the crossing at a speed
variously estimated between 4 and 17 m.p.h. At the cross-
ing the C.&E.I. locomotive struck the front end of the
I.C. locomotive shoving it along the track about 18 ft.,
the C.&E.L. locomotive being derailed to the right.

The accident happened at 8:08 a. m. on a clear day.
The view from a northbound C.&E.IL. train of an east-
bound I.C. train is obstructed by oil tanks and buildings
until a C.&E.IL. train is 86 ft. from the crossing. When
stopped at the STOP board the C.&E.I. fireman told
his engineman that the way was clear and then went to
work on the fire.

The evidence indicates that each train made the re-
quired stop, but that the I.C. train was the first to stop
and then proceed toward the crossing, for it is obvious
that this 27-car train would take more time in traveling
310 ft. from its STOP board to the crossing than would
be consumed by the C.&E.L. 2-car train in moving 221
ft. The maintenance of a proper lookout by the fireman
of the C.&E.I. train undoubtedly would have prevented
the accident, but at the same time it is believed that be-
cause of the obstructed view and the absence of signal
protection a flagman should be sent ahead after the re-
quired stop has been made; such a procedure would not
result in increased expense or delay, and should be
adopted unless these railroads, together with the Mis-
souri Pacific, install an interlocking plant for the purpose
of protecting not only the crossing involved but also the
crossings of the Missouri Pacific in the immediate
vicinity.



