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EDITORIAL COMMENT
The Safety Feature of Signals

DURING the past few years, a great deal of emphasis
has been placed on the increase in track capacity and

the reductioll in running time that can be effected by
signaling, and justly so, but the fact that signaling is
primarily a safety facility should not be overlooked. As
stated at a recent convention, there is no way of compil
ing statistics on the accidents that haye been prevented
by automatic signaling. But it is very easy to secure
copies of reports on train accidents, which occur regu
larly due to the absence of automatic signaling.

On August 26, of last year, there was a rear-end
collision between two freight trains on the N ew York
Central near Cedar Run, Pa. This was on a single
track line over which trains are operated by time table
and train orders, and a manual block system. In brief,
this accident was caused by the engineman of one of the
trains failing to control the speed of his train when
running under a permissive signal in an occupied block.
On March 6, of this year, there was a head-on collision
between a passenger train and a freight train on the
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific near Spechts
Ferry, Iowa. This is a single-track line on which trains
are operated by time table and train orders, and a manual
block system. The accident was caused by failure to
obey a meet order, the failure being due to non-observ
ance of several rules designed for the purpose of insur
ing that employees have uniform and correct understand
ing concerning orders. On January 3, of this year,
there was a head-end collision between two freight trains
on the St. Louis-San Francisco at Swift, Mo. This is
a single-track line over which trains are operated by time
table and train orders, no block system being in use.
This accident was caused by a failure to obey a meet
order. Elsewhere in this issue is an abstract of a report
concerning a head-end collision at K ylesburg, Ohio, on
April 19, this accident being caused by the failure of an
operator to deliver a train order.

These statements are the high points of only a few of
the reports of accidents investigated by the Bureau of
Safety. The investigations are thorough, and the reports
give complete details of the circumstances contributing
to the accidents. Therefore, any railroad man interested
in train operation can increase his knowledge of operat
ing hazards by a study of these reports. In so doing,
one important point, which comes to attention frequently,
is that train accidents continue to occur in spite of
stringent rules and close supervision, and that many
such accidents could have been prevented by automatic
signal protection. On the other hand, it may be con
tended, in many cases, that the installation and main
tenance of signaling are not justified by the traffic being
handled. This points to the necessity for signal engi
neers to design a system that will include automatic
protection and C. T. C. for directing train movements.
by signal indication, that will meet the requirement of
train operation, and that will at the same time be justi-

fied on an economic basis. In some instances this 1l1ay
include nothing more than semi-automatic remotely_
controlled signals at each passing track.
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