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Use of Marker Lamps

“What is the wmodern thought with reference to the
use of marker lamps on automatic signals, either for
semaphores or light signals? Have any roads, previously
using marker lamps, eliminated them?”

Markers Are Now Unnecessary

W. H. Stilwell
Signal Engineer, Louisville & Nashville, Louisville, Ky.

The practice of using marker lamps on automatic sig-
nals started at a time when oil lamps were used almost
exclusively for signal lighting. The lamps were not only
inefficient, but “lights out” were common occurrences.
Electric headlights for locomotives were not in general
use, and if marker lights were not used the failure of a
signal light could easily result in an engineman overrun-
ning a signal on account of his failure to identify its
location. Under those conditions it appears that marker
lamps were necessary, or at least highly desirable. Time,
however, has brought about a change. The development
of the double-filament lamp for use in color-light signals
and an efficient low-wattage lamp for semaphore signals,
together with improvements in associated equipment, has
brought about the electric lighting of signals generally.
The oil lamp is still in use in places but it is an improved
lamp. It is more efficient than the older one and more
dependable. A higher class of maintenance now pre-
vails, and “lights out’ are far less frequent. The elec-
tric headlight is now in general use and if a signal light
should fail, there is little excuse for an engineman over-
looking the signal.

The practice of using marker lamps on the Louisville
& Nashville began with the installation of the first auto-
matic signals on single track. The lighting of these
lamps was discontinued in March, 1932, as it was felt
that the expense of upkeep was no longer justified.
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Eliminate Special Signals

C. A. Dunham
Superintendent of Signals, Great Northern, St. Paul, Minn.

The general use of marker lamps, in my opinion, ig
not good practice. It is necessary to provide two lamps
on all “Stop and Stay” interlocking signals, and where
the semaphore is used, such stop signals must display two
arms. Block signals, in the opinion of the writer, should
display only one lamp and where the semaphore is used
only one arm should be displayed.

Good signaling should distinctly provide for the “Stop
and Stay” indication. Good signaling should also dis-
tinctly provide for the permissive indication. The inter-
locking signals and the automatic block signals displayed
in such a manner should be clearly and readily under-
stood by enginemen and trainmen. I hardly need to add
that the signal system must be uniform throughout the
railroad. The use of so-called “special signals” for some
alleged special purpose should be severely avoided.

Markers Satisfactory on the Pennsylvania

W. M. Post
Assistant Chief Signal Engineer, Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.

In the signal system on the Pennsylvania the basis for
night indications for semaphore or color-light signals is
two lights, no more and no less, on every signal except
dwarf signals. If one light is out, the signal must be
regarded as displaying its most restrictive indication.
The marker light also designates the kind of signal dis-
played, as in the following examples:

1—Two red lights in a vertical line—Stop signal

2—Two red lights staggered—Stop-and-proceed sig-
nal

Where position-light signals are used, the marker light
designates the kind of signal displayed, for example:

1—Horizontal row of lights and no marker—Stop

2—Two red lights staggered—Stop-and-proceed signal

Prior to 1905, signals in automatic block territory were
marked by an illuminated letter “A” on the former lines
east and by a number (no light) on the lines west. The
use of the marker light over the entire system was de-
cided on in 1905 after very extensive and careful dis-
cussion by the officers of the former lines east and lines
west. The use of marker lights on the Pennsylvania has
been satisfactory, contributing much toward making the
signal system complete.
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