December, 1936

RAILWAY SIGNALING

629

Instructions for Crossing
Protection in New York

THE railroads operating in the state
of New York have co-operated in an
attempt to reduce unnecessary traffic
delays at railroad-highway grade
crossings, where highway traffic is
very dense, by the issuance of special
instructions to train crews. These
rules apply only in the state of New
York

The instructions issued by the New
York Central read as follows:

“When switching, or when a train
or cars are left standing on the ap-
proach track circuit of a highway
flashing-light signal, causing the con-
tinuous operation of the signal, a
member of the crew must, when prac-
ticable, be stationed at the crossing to
facilitate highway traffic, advising
such traffic when it is safe to cross.”

The Lackawanna has the follow-
ing rule:

“When crossing watchman is not
on duty and trains stop on a main
track within the above described ap-
proach sections, without blocking the
crossing, or when cars are being
switched over the crossing, a member
of the train crew, equipped with
proper signaling appliances, shall pro-
ceed immediately to the crossing for
the purpose of expediting the move-
ment of vehicles and pedestrians over
the crossing.”

The Ontario & Western rule reads:

“At crossings where automatic
crossing warning signals are main-
tained and no watchman is on duty;
when a train stops or is switching, or
cars are left standing on the crossing
signal circuit, causing the crossing
signals to operate unnecessarily when
actual train movement over the cross-
ing is not involved, a member of train
crew or watchman should be stationed
at the crossing to direct and avoid de-
lay to highway traffic.”

The Reading has the following
rule:

“Should a train or cars remain on
the bonded section of track causing
continuous indication of visual train-
approaching signals; whefe practic-
able, a trainman or watchman must be
stationed on the crossings and ar-
range for pedestrians or vehicles to
pass over the crossing.”

The use of rules such as these
should eliminate a lot of the criticism
emanating from the general public re-
garding grade crossing protection,
which results in extended delay to
highway traffic.



