
Machine Indications

RA I L WAY SIGNA L ING 20 1

OPEN FO RUM
This column. is published /0 eHcu ur

age in terchang e of ideas on raj/will'
sigllalillg subjects. Le tters published
will be signed with the outh or's name,
unless the author obje cts. H otueuer, ill
order fa encourag e open dis cussion of
controversial matt ers, leit ers w ay be
siq ned tsntli pen. ll.(J.tnes at the request
of the author. In su cli inst ances , the
correspondent nntst slt-pply the edito r
with his na'me and address as ev idence
of good f aith. This in formoti o'll un l!
110t be disclosed, even 01 / 'inq uiry 1111 

less the correspondent conse nts.

Simplified Signaling
Cincinnati, Oh io
March 22, 1941

T o the Ed itor:
I am glad to see your editorial on

"A Simplified Signaling Arrange
ment" beginni ng on page 136 of the
March issue.

It should have a good effect in
br inging people, who have gone
"crazy" about unn ecessary features on
centralized traffic cont rol, back to their
senses. T he manufacturer is some
what helpless in th is regard because
if he ref uses to give the customer a
lot of "stuff" he wants to pay for. but
does not need, he is apt to lose busi
ness .

To cure th is, the railroad people
thems elves mu st sta rt thinking, and
also analyzing what they need, rat her
than what they thi nk they need. The
difference is enorm ous in dollar value
and, in many instances, is just enough
to "sink" a proposed centralized traffic
cont rol installation, which many times
could be made almost as cheaply as
Absolute Permissive Block. As you
have pointed out , the simplified ar
rangement of semi-a utomatic signa ls
surely does overcome all of the shor t
comings of Absol ute Perm issive
Block, par ticularly in light of the In 
terstate Commerce Commission re
quirem ents .

I hope you will keep on "pounding"
on this matte r.

B. J. SCHWEKDT.
Ass istant Signal Engineer.
Ne w York Central System.


