An emergency repair
gang starting down
the line to reported
‘““incident’” caused
by an enemy bomb

421

War On the British Railways

In spiTE of the thousands of bombs
that have fallen on British railway
tracks during the last year, trains con-
tinue to operate with little inter-
ruption, even during air raids, and
damage to the tracks is usually re-
paired within three or four hours,
according to booklets issued by the
British Railway and received in
Washington by the Association of
American Railroads. Rarely does
damage to a line or station require
more than 12 hours to repair suffi-
dently to have trains again operating.
In the foreword of one of these
bulletins, Lt. Col. J. T. C. Moore-
Brabazon, Minister of Transport,
says: “Railways form the biggest part
of our war machine of transportation.
Two features, in connection with the
rilways, give special cause for pride
and confidence. One is the astonish-
Ing powers of recovery possessed by
the railways; the other is the cool
tourage of all grades of workers.”
Commenting on the information
tontained in the bulletins, the A.AR.
2ys in a release, in part, as follows:
At the beginning of intensive air
iftacks on Britain, the British rail-
tads restricted the speed of trains to
5 mph. during air raid “alerts.”
When experience showed that this
¥as unnecessary as a safety precau-
fon, speeds were raised to 25 m.p.h.
luring daylight raids and 15 m.p.h.
luring night raids. Further experi-
fice has resulted in raising the speed
mits to 50 m.p.h. during daylight

and 30 m.p.h. during blackout “alerts.”
How the railroads deal with air
raids, however, is but one of the inter-
esting aspects of war-time railroad-
ing in Britain described in the book-
lets. The necessity of complete black-
outs of yards and terminals at night
has concentrated the business of load-
ing and unloading freight into the
daylight hours. To get the utmost
service out of their freight cars, this
work goes on through all daylight
hours with “no Sundays off.”
Blacked-out terminals add greatly
to the difficulty of switching opera-
tions, -or “shunting,” as the British
call it, but much experimental work
has been done to screen from air
view the electric signal lights, the
glare from locomotive fire boxes and
the ground flares used in the yards by
“fogmen.” Systems of reduced light-
ing, that can be put in operation at a
moment’s notice by one master switch
have been installed in many vyards, as
well as within the nearly 7,000 pas-
senger stations in Britain.
Emergency wartime lighting, which
does not show outside the passenger
car windows, has been installed in
46,000 passenger vehicles, also. All
trains run “dark” during air raid
alerts, except that in dining cars the
lights continue to burn dimly under
the control of a trained employee at a
master switch. Wayside signal lights
continue to burn also, but they are
hooded effectively so that they are
practically invisible to enemy aircraft

at the heights which they normally fly.

Wrecking trains, stocked with track
materials, steel girders, timbers, sig-
nal wires and other supplies are held
in readiness, with steam up. Special
fire-and-bomb cars, developed by the
British railroads to fight incendiary
fires and deal with unexploded bombs,
are spotted at strategic points also.
Such cars carry portable fire pumps,
which can be skidded from the cars
and moved to the fire; shovels to bury
incendiary bombs with sand and
earth; snuffers to smothers incipient
fires; and tongs for handling unex-
ploded bombs.

To replace some of the more than
50,000 railroad men who have gone
into the armed forces, the British
railroads have employed more than
10,000 women and are seeking others.
Since the new railway-women handle
express or parcels traffic, among the
other duties which they perform, the
railroads are urging the public to cut
down the size and weight of parcels
within the limits which can be handled
by women workers.

In spite of these and other diffi-
culties of operation, not the least of
which is the impossibility of plan-
ning major transportation movements
in advance, the railroads continue to
handle the traffic. Schedules may have
to be broken up and trains re-routed
at any time because of bomb damage,
or to make way for “Q) traffics,” which
is the name given by the British to
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oxpedited special trains carrying cot-
modities or persons of paramount im-
ortance at _the gavemment_"s order.
More than 50,000 such special trains
pave been run since the beginning of
the war. Special long-distance coal
yrains, over and above the normal
daily movement, have numbered as
many as 1,000 a month.

The heaviest concentrated move-
ment of persons during the war thus
far was in connection with the evacu-
ation of Dunkirk, when 300,000
troops were handled from seven ports
in the southeast of England, without
previous notice or advance prepara-
tion, within a space of eight days. As
many as 100 special trains were run
ina day.

Among the examples given as
typical of the powers of recovery of
the railways is the case of a bomb
explosion on a double track just above
the subway for passengers at a busy
station. Rails, timbers, girders and

latforms were blasted, and signal
cables were blown out. Two wreck-
ing and supply trains were rushed to
the blasted station, along with gangs

of men. Both tracks were reopened,
the signal lines were restored, and the
station was again in service within less
than eight hours.

Among the typical examples of
courage under fire are stories of
switching crews who moved train
loads of blazing ammunition to points
of safety, or unloaded high explosives
from cars already on fire; of men who
continued work on emergency signal
wire repairs directly over an unex-
ploded bomb, and then helped the
bomb disposal squad to remove it to
a near-by river ; and of others driving
bombed and machine-gunned trains,
or working signal levers amid falling
bombs, in interlocking towers already
on fire.

Summing up in one of these bul-
letins, the Minister of Transport
says: “Bombed and machine-gunned,
slowed up by storms of almost un-
paralleled severity and slowed down
by unavoidable lighting restrictions,
the railways have performed feats of
engineering and operational skill in
order to insure that the nation’s war
effort is not held up.”




