Teaching The Meaning of
Signal Aspects

UnriL the rush of war-time traffic arrived, it was gener-
ally assumed, correctly or incorrectly, that the old heads
who were then running trains were thoroughly familiar
with signal aspects. In the last few years, 1.C.C. accident
reports have shown that new employees and in some cases
old employees do not always understand clearly what
all the signal indications mean. To overcome this a wide-
spread campaign of education has been embarked upon
by the operating departments of many railways and this
campaign is one which, of course, deserves the complete
support and co-operation of all signaling officers. 'Ex-
amples of this are numerous and several such educational
devices have recently come to our attention. For example,
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the Pere Marquette has developed a series of colored
films which are shown to all train and engine employees
and switchmen on the railroad. These films portray vari-
ous signal aspects quite clearly and they have the
advantage of not being general studies but photographs
of actual signals on the district over which the employees
are running every day. A trainmaster supervises the
showing of these films and answers any questions that
may arise.

On the Missouri Pacific, a somewhat similar film has
been developed covering the proper operation of switches.
Switch targets, of course, play a considerable part in this
film and the Missouri Pacific plans the issuance of a
further series of films covering other operations which
will feature signals of all sorts. These films will eventu-
ally be shown to every operating department employee on
the Missouri Pacific.

The Western Maryland has recently fitted out the most
completely equipped instruction car in the country, and
one of the features of this car is a display of miniature
movable signal replicas in color for the purpose of edu-
cating new employees as to signal indications.

Many other railways use these and other means for
educating new employees concerning signals. These vari-
ous systems of promoting proper operation and safety
deserve the complete support of all signal engineers.
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