The Leverman's Viewpoint

A VIEWPOINT was expressed recently by a signal engi-
neer to the effect that many interlocking and signaling
layouts may have been planned carefully to meet the
requirements laid down by operating officers, with refer-
ence to train operation, but that further advantages in
reducing train delays might have been accomplished by
- close studies of local conditions in the field by the signal
engineer or his representative.

For example, when planning a certain interlocking, a
signal inspector spent several days and nights in the .
offices of operators and in towers with levermen to secure
information from these men which should be available
to them concerning the approach and passage of trains,
in order that the interlocking could be operated most
effectively in preventing train stops and delays. A result
was that special controls and equipment were provided
so that the leverman would be informed automatically
of the route to be lined up for an approaching train.

In another instance, in order to save line wire when
installing a certain interlocking, a combined circuit was
used to indicate the approach of trains on two different
routes, in combination with an indication of a signal
aspect. After the project was in service for a time, the
leverman reported improper operation of the annuncia-
tors, such that he operated the plant in a manner that
caused a train delay.

Although it may be granted that, as a general rule,
many operators and levermen like to find fault with signal
and interlocking facilities, nevertheless, some of their
ideas are worthwhile, and if their suggestions and opin-
ions are solicited while projects are being planned, some
slight changes or additions may be made at small cost
which will prove a big advantage in future operations of
trains.



