Editorial Comment

Hold-Out Signals In C.T.C.

QuitE recently a man, familiar with railroad operation
in general but not with signaling, was riding a locomo-
tive on a freight train in C.T.C. territory. In one in-
stance, the train was stopped by a C.T.C.-controlled
signal and waited on the main track for a meet. At that
location the train was at the foot of a heavy ascending
grade, so that difficulty was encountered in starting.
Having watched this occurrence, the man inquired
whether the C.T.C. could be arranged to control an in-
termediate signal, so that the dispatcher could hold the
train farther out, at a location where the grades were
more favorable for starting the train. The answer was
that this could be done, if other factors involved would
not introduce too many complications.

This general idea of C.T.C.-controlled hold-out sig-
nals has already been included in several projects. The
purpose in these instances, however, has been to estab-
lish a location to which through trains could be ad-
vanced, while at the same time allowing switching
operations to continue as long as practicable in an indus-
trial area ahead. When the switch engine clears the
main track, the hold-out signal can be cleared and the
through train continues without stopping. Thus this
train is kept moving, rather than being stopped at the
last town passed. Hold-out signals for this purpose were
explained in an article concerning a project on the Nor-
folk & Western on page 774 of the December, 1948,
issue and in another article, dealing with an installation
on the Pere Marquette District of the Chesapeake &
Ohio, on page 245 of the April, 1949, issue. Maybe there
is also merit in the idea advanced by the man as dis-
cussed above, i.e., to provide C.T.C.-controlled signals
to hold trains—when they must be stopped for other
reasons—at locations where they can be started to a bet-
ter advantage.
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