o Whats the nower?

Location of Signal Heads

Where searchlight or color-light
signal heads are side-of-mast
mounted, as applying to single
“arm” signals on which the units
are vertically above one another,
do you mount the heads on the
track or field side of the mast?

Field Side
on Burlington

By J. E. Jounson
General Signal Supervisor
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Chicago, Il1.

On the - Burlington, the side-of-
mast units are mounted on the field
side. This practice seems to have
been a carry-over from the sema-
phore signal where the day indica-
tion was displayed to the right of
the mast. The only time we deviate
from the field side mounting is
where obstructions or clearance
make it necessary to mount the unit
on the track side of the mast in an
effort to improve the visibility of
the signal.

By mounting the unit on the field
side, it often permits shorter runs
of cables to the signal and, in some
cases, reduces the expense of bank-
ing around the signal, foundation
when such is located on fill.

Field Side
of Mast
By G. W. StuLTZ

Signal Supervisor
Canadian National
Moncton, N. B.

On the Atlantic Region it has been
standard practice to install side-of-
mast signal heads on the field side of
the mast as it gives a greater clear-
ance for high, wide loads. Also they
are in a less hazardous position in
case of shifting loads, and are out
of the way of snow plows throwing
large blocks of snow and ice.

Where we use a medium ap-
proach signal with two units, the
top unit on the field side and lower
unit on track side, we have experi-
enced several cases where the lower
unit has been damaged by snow be-
ing thrown against them by passing
snow plows.
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Field Side

By A SienaL ForREMAN

I think it is more economical to
mount heads on the field side of the
mast. Also this enables you to install
the mast nearer the rail. Field-side
mounting will cut down on the
length of cable between the signal
and the rail, or between the signal
and an adjacent signal.

Mounting on the track side of the
mast will give you better alignment
to the track, but I don’t believe this
is worth the difference in cost. I do
not know of any difficulty in observ-
ing aspects where the heads were
field mounted.

Track Side

By R. I. BECKSTED

Signal Engineer
Canadian Pacific
Toronto, Ont.

In all our recent installations, we
are using searchlight-type signals
and the units, whether one or two,
are mounted on the side of the mast
on the track side. The reason for this
is to have the light as near as possi-
ble in direct vision of the engineman
so as to receive full benefit of the
beam of light.

Track Side
By G.FK. THOMAS

Signal Enigineer System
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
Topeka, Kan.

Where searchlight or unit-type
color-light signal heads are side-of-
mast mounted on high ground sig-
nals, the units are located vertically
above one another, and the heads
are on the track side of the mast.
This is done in order to provide
maximum clearance for the signal
structure from track, while at the
same time bringing the signal light
as close to the track as feasible, so
as to present the strongest possible
beam of light to the engineman sit-
ting in his accustomed location in
the cab of an approaching locomo-
tive.
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